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SUBJECT: SOARES POSTPONES SPEECH 

REF: LISBON 6070 (NOTAL) (DTG 041325Z SEP 76 

1 . PRIME MINISTER SOARES'S TELEVISED ADDRESS TO THE 
NATION, SCHEDULED FOR THE EVENING OF SEPT 8, HAS BEEN 
POSTPONED FOR 24 HOURS. INSTEAD OF THE EXPECTED ANNOUNCE- 
MENT OF ECONOMIC RECOVERY MEASURES, A BRIEF STATEMENT 
WAS MADE AT AIR TIME THAT THE SPEECH WAS BEING POSTPONED 
DUE TO A "SLIGHT INDISPOSITION" ON THE PART OF THE PRIME 
MINISTER. 

2. COMMENT: SOARES'S INDISPOSITION APPEARS TO BE POLITICAL 
RATHER THAN MEDICAL. DEFENSE MINISTER MIGUEL TOLD THE 
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PRESSING THE GOVERNMENT TO ACT ON URGENT ECONOMIC PROBLEMS. 
MIGUEL SAID THAT EANES'S OPORTO SPEECH WAS DESIGNED TO PUT 
PRESSURE ON THE GOVERNMENT TO GET MOVING. HE SAID 
EANES HAD SUMMONED SOARES AT 2 P.M. SEPT 8 TO GIVE HIM 
THE SAME MESSAGE IN PRIVATE. PRESIDENTIAL ADVISOR 
LUIS MARTINS, IN CONVERSATION WITH POLITICAL COUNSELOR 
SAME DAY, CONFIRMED EANES'S IMPATIENCE. 

THE BEST EXPLANATION FOR THE DELAY SEEMS TO BE DIF- 
FICULTIES IN HAMMERING OUT THE FINAL TEXT WITH THE 
PRESIDENT AND SOME OF THE SOCIALIST ECONOMIC TEAM 
PUSHING FOR TOUGH MEASURES WHILE OTHER PS ADVISORS 
POINTING TO POTENTIAL POLITICAL DIFFICULTIES IF HARSH 
MEASURES ARE ADOPTED NOW. 

CARLUCCI 
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